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            Trustees Report 
                  2018-19 
 
 
 

 

 
Current Trustees 
 

Mary Faulkner 
Ben Jennings 
Chris Block 
Julian Whitehead 
Christina Leigh 
Clive Block 

 
Orchestra Development 
 
The trustees remain committed to the original objective for the orchestra, which was 
to provide an exciting new platform for high-quality musicians (amateur through to 
professional) to experience top-quality conductors, varied repertoire and a more 
focused, friendly setting in which to perform orchestral music.  Well, we are no 
longer new and indeed it is widely acknowledged that Magna Sinfonia is firmly 
established as Dorset’s premier amateur orchestra. 
 
Responsibility for the running of the orchestra and ensuring legal and Charity 
Commission compliance rests with the trustees, but the trustees may also co-opt 
members to assist with the running of the orchestra.  Throughout the season the 
trustees have been assisted by Tom Kidman who has taken on is responsibility for the 
website and online activity and Alexa Cross who is our press officer and is also 
involved with publicity. The trustees wish to express their gratitude for the terrific 
contribution they have made. 
 
January saw the resignation of Clare Whitehead as a trustee. Clare had been a trustee 
and part of the management of the orchestra since its inception and the trustees wish 
to express their thanks to Clare for her valued participation in the development and 
running of the orchestra. 
 
The trustees are delighted to report on another successful season with significant 
growth in membership and audiences.  
 
A number of new ideas have been introduced for and during the season: 

➢ Parkstone Grammar School was chosen as the venue for our three major 
season concerts as it represents the best venue available to us at affordable 
cost.  Feedback on venue choice has generally been favourable from both 
members and audiences. 

➢ Allocated ticketing allows audiences to choose their seat in advance and also 
encourages early bookings. This change has also enabled us to price seats 
according to location. 

➢ More recently at the Rodgers and Hammerstein concert we introduced: 
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o The Friends scheme enabling committed supporters to receive a 
number of benefits for an annual donation. 

o A licensed bar (previous bars had been ‘by donation’). 
o The option of card payments. 
o Pre-ordering drinks for the interval to reduce queueing. 
o A raffle aimed at generating extra income. 

 
Orchestra Tax Relief is a further potential source of revenue and the trustees are 
continuing to work towards having the necessary conditions in place. A separate 
production company has been registered and we are in the process of getting a bank 
account opened for the company, which will enable us to move forward with this. 
 
The Year’s Programme 
 
The 2018-19 season began with ‘Russian Fire’ on Oct 20th 2018 featuring Bordin’s 
Polovtsian Dances, Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No. 2, Bordin’s In the Steppes of 
Central Asia, & Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite (1945 edition). The conductor was Kevin 
Smith and the soloist Helen Nicholas - piano. The audience for this concert 
numbered 137. 
 
In December we provided a scaled down orchestra to support the festive 
Brendoncare Christmas Concert at St Aldhelm’s Church, Branksome. 
 
The Winter concert was themed ‘Best of British’ and held on 10th Feb 2019 Works 
featured for this performance were: Holst’s: A Somerset Rhapsody; Vaughan 
Williams: Oboe Concerto; Walton’s: Crown Imperial and Elgar’s: Enigma Variations. 
Kevin Field conducted the orchestra and the soloist was Poly Bartlett – Oboe. The 
winter concert attracted an audience of 192, our best ever to date. 
 
5th-7th April was the annual workshop weekend at Bournemouth School for Girls. The 
annual workshops have proved to be extremely popular and this year’s built on the 
Mahler 2 of last year by featuring Mahler 3. The conductor for the weekend was 
Maxime Tortellier and the event attracted 85 musicians from near and far. 
 
The summer concert on June 8th was our most ambitious to date with choir and 
soloists and requiring sound amplification for the singers as well as lighting. 
Featuring music from many of Rogers and Hammerstein’s films, the conductor for 
this performance was Peter Harrison and the two soloists were Emma Torrens and 
Julian Smith. Poole’s Cantabile choir also joined us for the event. The audience was, 
as expected our largest ever, with 217 seats sold, requiring the expansion of the 
auditorium for the first time to accommodate the larger audience. 
 


